Gold Comet Cyber Digest: &
Current and Emerging Cybersecurity Threats— Trends, Tactics, and How to Stay Prepared G |_ D C O M E T
Estimated Read Time: ~6 minutes AN

TOPIC:

" 'CURRENT AND

‘ EMERGING
CYBERSECURITY

THREATS:

TRENDS, TACTICS, and
HOW TO STAY PREPARED

C@LP-cOMET—

1. Why Cybersecurity Threat Knowledge Is Important

Cybersecurity threats continue evolving at breakneck speed. Always a new strategy being tested
and executed. From Al-driven phishing to supply chain exploits, decision-makers must stay
ahead of emerging risks, especially now, as hybrid work environments collide with complex
compliance mandates.

2. Threat Landscape: A Few Recent Real-World Incidents

o Deepfake CEO Fraud
A finance firm was duped into wiring $500K after an Al-generated deepfake voice
impersonated their CFO. The attacker added urgency and technical detail that
fooled even seasoned executives.

Lesson: Always verify identity via an alternate secure channel. Voice alone isn’t
enough.

o Al-Powered Phishing Campaign
Malicious actors used Al to craft personalized phishing emails using employee
names, project details, and internal terminology, resulting in a 38% click-through
rate (CTR) from employees at a tech firm.

Lesson: Even well-trained teams can be fooled by highly contextualized phishing.
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Ensure your team is informed, continuous simulation training is key.

o Supply Chain Package Tampering
A hardware provider supplying secure backup devices was compromised;
firmware was injected with malware before delivery and multiple clients were
affected. Supply chain vulnerability was a key reason for the implementation of
CMMC security controls.

Lesson: Secure supply chains must include verification at handoff, not just

endpoint controls. A supply chain is only as strong as its weakest link. Once
compromised, the damage can be irreparable.

3. Emerging Trends & Adversary Tactics to Watch

o Al-Assisted Attacks: Automation can allow attackers to rapidly craft personalized
scams or discover misconfigurations or other vulnerabilities.

o Deepfake Supply Chain: Imagine malicious firmware that's authenticated but corrupted.

e Living-Off-The-Land (LOTL): Attackers are increasingly using legitimate tools already
installed in target environments to evade detection.

o Data Dumpster Diving via Shadow IT: Sensitive data can linger and be discovered in
forgotten data shares or unsanctioned tools. These are perfect targets for exfiltration.

4. Best Practices & Countermeasures

Deepfake/Al Scams Always verify via alternate channels; implement voice verification
protocols.

Al-Driven Phishing Deploy phishing simulations and MFA; train staff to recognize
suspicious cues.

Supply-Chain Require hardware validation, checksums, and chain-of-custody

Tampering tracking.

LOTL Attacks Monitor legitimate admin tool usage and enforce least privilege
policies.

Shadow IT/Data Regularly audit unknown data stores; restrict access and enforce

Leakage DSPM practices.
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_ 5. How Gold Comet Adds Value in This
Threat Landscape

Case Study: Financial
Services Firm Thwarted
Deepfake Scam

e  Secure MFA Messaging: Gold Comet’s platform provides
quantum integrated, object level encrypted, multifactor
authenticated messaging, creating a fully secure and trusted
communication channel.

e Situation: A . Immutable Audit Trails: All data sharing operations take
multinational bank’s place within Gold Comet's protected cloud environment.
executive Wgs tricked )ll'a Attempts to infiltrate are disintegrated at the cloud wall. An
Al-generated voicemai audit trail is maintained for each account that logs all account
instructing an urgent .. -
wire transfer of $TM. activity within the system.

[ )

e Outcome: The bank e  Zero Trust Access Control: Prevents attackers from
implemented multi- misusing legitimate administrative tools or internal shares, by
channel confirmation enforcing least privilege and segmentation.
procedures (voicemail +
secure messaging), . o .
installed deepfake) Proactive security is about stacking defenses and Gold Comet
detection tools, and provides critical layers of protection.

boosted employee
awareness via tabletop
exercises. As aresult, a

second attempted scam 6. Share Your Story oo
was thwarted within
hours.

Lesson: Proactive In the Comments section below our blog post or LinkedIn
prevention is the key to article, share your experience with data breach and the most
scam mitigation! effective strategy you found for resolving the problem.

Blog Post: Gold Comet Cyber Digest: Current and Emerging
Cybersecurity Threats

LinkedIn Post: Gold Comet Cyber Digest - LinkedIn: Current and Emerging Cybersecurity
Threats

7. In the Next 30 Days ...

o Simulate deepfake and Al-powered phishing attacks with your team.
e Audit your supply chain, especially hardware and firmware sources.
e Review admin tool and shadow IT usage, and tighten access where needed.

o Explore how encrypted messaging with auditability can bolster your defenses.
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Thank you for your interest in Gold Comet’s
quantum secure data storage.

If CMMC compliance or protecting critical data is
a priority, we'd love to learn more about your
needs. Please take a moment to complete this
short survey so we can tailor the right solution for
your organization.

[ COMPLETE OUR 1-MINUTE SURVEY! ]

ABOUT GOLD COMET AND HaloCONNECT FOR ZERO TRUST COLLABORATION!

QUANTUM SECURE DATA STORAGE, HaloCONNECT

DATA SHARING, AND MESSAGING PLATFORM

The Gold Comet™ Solution is a multi-patented, quantum-integrated data storage, data sharing and messaging
platform designed on zero-trust principles and protectively housed within its own secure cloud environment. Our
patented Object Level Encryption and FISMA high-rated, penetration-tested process provides users with the ultimate
level of data integrity. The Gold Comet™ platform allows its users to securely store valuable information such as
proprietary data, intellectual property, personnel records and PII, PHI and healthcare information, supply chain and
legal records - virtually any information that needs to be protected from cyberthreat activity.
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